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From the Venerable Master  

Brethren: 
 

More than what we say, what we do defines who we are. Our Rite offers 

plenty of reminders that we cannot live a full life without putting into practice 
those things learned in our degreesñthe things learned invite us to action. 

Recognize that the òdoingó called for is not limited to those things done 

within view of our fellow man; what we do when only the Supreme Architect 

is watching is perhaps more important than those things done in the public 

eye. As you consider your daily interactions with others, what will they see in 

you? What can they say of the man, of the Mason? Let us all endeavor to 

practice the divine precepts of Freemasonry such that when the trials of our 

probationary state are over, we not only find an entrance into that Temple 

Not Made With Hands, but we will long be remembered as someone who 

was known by his deeds, and held in high esteem because of them. 

 

      Terry Wilburn, Venerable Master 
Tips of the Quarter  

Mind your pets in all this 

heat! 

The SR Leadership Con-

ference is Comingñhave 

you made your reserva-

tions? 

Remember your Blue 

Lodge 
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From the Desk of the Personal Representative  

 
I hope everyone had a good summer and I welcome everyone back.  I want to 

recall part of what I reported in the last Rite Lite.  Because of the down-turn 

in the economy and last yearõs lack of participation, we have reached a point 

where we can no longer afford to have a reception style Christmas Party.  

This year we are planning a dinner and Christmas Program.  Advance reserva-

tions WILL BE NECESSARY.   The cost of the dinner is $5.00 per person.  

The Knights of Saint Andrew are already planning a wonderful meal.  Santa 

Claus will make an appearance for the children.  The program will be delight-

ful.  Change can be challenging, but I believe this will prove to be a wonderful 

evening.  The actual date and time will be listed in the November Rite Lite. 

 
 

John R. òJackó Goodwin, Personal Representative 
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With Thanks    by Bro. Lee Talley 

Brethren: 

I am honored to serve as the most recent Fellow for the Portsmouth Valley of the Ancient & Accepted 

Scottish Rite. It was my privilege to represent the Valley at the Fellows Conference and National Leader-

ship Conference, both of which were  hosted by the Southern Jurisdiction in New Orleans, LA. Serving 

you in this way is one of the highest honors I have ever received, and I look forward to sharing with the 

Valley Leadership Team all of the things I learned while at the conference. It was awe inspiring to see 

more than 600 Scottish Rite Brethren gathered together to see how we can continue to grow and pros-

per our fraternity so that we can continue to do the good work associated with our philanthropy. Again, 

my thanks for allowing me this opportunity. 

Education Corner: Crosses of the Rite   
      by Stormy Thorson, Director of Education 

 

In the 25th Degree we see the Tau Cross.  Named after the Greek letter T, it 

looks exactly like our capital T.  It also represents the Old Testament, in Chris-

tianity and is referred to as a St. Anthony's Cross.  (The New Testament is, of 

course, represented by the Passion Cross). In the 28th Degree and again in the 

30th, 31st, 32nd and representing the Grand Cross Court of Honor  is the 

Teutonic Cross, used by the Knights of the Teutonic Order.  It is four Tau 

Crosses, connected perpendicularly at their base. There is some confusion re-

garding the cross found on the cap of the Sovereign Grand Inspector General 

(SGIG). Officially it is said to be a slanted Patriarchal Cross with crosslets.  If 

the cross on the 33rd Degree cap is a Patriarchal Cross, then the cross on the 

cap of the SGIG simply cannot be.  It more fits the second definition of a 

Lorraine Cross, which states that the Lorraine Cross is also a cross with two 

equal crossbars, one high and one low on the vertical bar.  Crosslets are small 

crosses and on the SGIG's cross, there are six. The cap of the Sovereign Grand 

Commander is a Salem Cross with crosslets.  The Salem Cross is also called 

the pontifical  cross, because it is carried before the Pope.  It is a cross with 

three crossbars.  one high and one low of equal length, on the vertical bar and a 

longer crossbar in the middle of the vertical bar.  The cross on the Sovereign 

Grand Commander's cap has eight crosslets. 
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS  


